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Message Text 


CONFIDENTIAL POSS DUPE 
PAGE 01 COTONO 00128 251650Z 
61 

ACTION AF- 18 

INFO OCT-01 EUR-25 ISO-OO EB-11 COME-OO FEA-02 INT-08 

TRSE-00 OMB -01 CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-07 H-03 INR-10 L-03 

NSAE-00 NSC-10 PA-04 RSC-01 PRS-01 SPC-03 SS-20 

USIA-15 NEA-11 IO-14 AID-20 DRC-01 /189W 

088936 

R251400Z JAN 74 
FM AMEMBASSY COTONOU 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 5829 
INFO USINT ALGIERS 
AMEMBASSY LAGOS 
AMEMBASSY BUCHAREST 

CONFIDENTIAL COTONOU 0128 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: ENRG, DM, AG, RO 

SUBJECT: DAHOMEY OIL CONCESSION 

FRENCH COMMERCIAL COUNSELOR CLAUDE AVRIL INFORMED US JANUARY 23 
THAT MRGD HAS BEEN SEEKING HELP FROM VARIOUS SOURCES TO BEGIN 
EXPLOITATION OF ITS OIL RESERVES. FIRST, DAHOJMEANS TURNED TO ALGERIA, 

SENDING TWO DELEGATIONS TO ALGIERS TO SPEAK WITH APPROPRIATE 
AUTHORITIES. AFTER VISIT OF ALGERIAN ENGINEERS TO COTONOU, ALGERIANS 
DECIDED NOT TO PURSUE PROJECT. ACCORDING TO AVRIL, DAHOMEANS 
THEN TURNED TO ROMANIAN NATIONAL PETROLEUM COMPANY, WHICH ALSO 
FAILED TO EXPRESS AN INTEREST. 

ANDERSON 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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